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Foreword 
Following a quite old tradition, the international conference 'Combinatorics '94' 
was held in Italy, from 10th to 16th September 1994. 
For the first two days the participants were meeting in Rome and then in 
Montesilvano (PE), a very nice small town on the Adriatic sea. 
The meeting was a 'State of Art' conference, with lectures both of survey and 
research type. The topics considered were ranging from Galois geometries to Benz 
planes, designs, graph theory, blocking sets, generalized quadrangles, flocks, coding 
theory, and other applications of combinatorics. 
Our friend Giuseppe Tallini, the major organizer of this conference series, was 
following all the works, although e was suffering from the illness which caused his 
death in the following year. We wish to express our warm thanks, for this tremendous 
activity in favour of combinatorics. 
We are indebted to the following institutions for financial support: University of 
Rome 'La Sapienza', 'Presidenza della Facolta' di Scienze' of the University 'La 
Sapienza', Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche', and 'Gruppo Nazionale per le Strut- 
ture Algebriche Geometriche e loro Applicazioni' of the CNR. 
We also wish to express our warmest hanks to the referees for their invaluable 
assistance. 
Adriano Barlotti 
Alessandro Bichara 
Pier Vittorio Ceccherini 
Franco Eugeni 
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